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By Bruce Strand

Tessa Johnson is one of the 
handful of in-state players 

whom the Gophers would have 
loved to sign. However, when 
South Carolina came to the Tar-
get Center for the Final Four 
last March, Johnson watched 
the Gamecocks beat Louisville 
72-59 in the semifinals and was 
transfixed.

“My dad and I looked at each oth-
er during the game and thought I 
would fit in well with them,” the 
St. Michael-Albertville star told 
the Star-Tribune. “They were fast 
and aggressive.” South Carolina 
went on to defeat UConn for the 
championship, further impress-
ing the sharpshooting 5-foot-10 
guard. A subsequent visit to their 
Columbia, S.C., campus nailed 
down her decision. She signed 
in October.

Being recruited by the national 
champions and their legendary 
coach Dawn Staley is heady 
stuff, but Johnson was sought by “pretty much every 
top program in the country, except UConn,” said her 
coach Kent Hamre. 

In the HoopGurz Recuiting Rankings on ESPN, John-
son is the top-ranked senior in the state and No. 25 na-
tionally. She had it narrowed down to South Carolina, 

Minnesota and Baylor, she said.

Johnson entered her senior sea-
son with 1,545 points despite 
missing her sophomore year with 
a leg injury. The Knights were 
state runners-up last year, losing 
in the finals to Hopkins.

Johnson has a singular goal for 
her senior year. “I am looking to 
win state, that’s it,” she declared 
to MBBN. “We have something 
to prove this year and that is ex-
actly what we are going to do.” 
To achieve that, they’ll probably 
have to get past Hopkins, their 
conference rivals, against whom 
Johnson is 0-4 in her career. Hop-
kins and STMA (4-0) are current-
ly ranked 1-2.

Johnson heads a strong STMA 
top seven that also includes se-
niors Piper Carlson (Idaho State 
recruit) and Mackenzie Berg, 
juniors Ava Haus and Ja’Kahla 
Craft, sophomore Abby Hosel-
ton and freshman Cail Jahn-
ke. There’s also a deep bench, 

Hamre said, with Kylie Diaz, Maggie Lindeman and 
Gabby Voigt all capable. They’ve had three different 
high scorers.

About being regarded as the state’s top recruit, Johnson 
said, “I don’t worry about rankings, but it does show 
me that all the work I put in is worth it. At the same 

STMA’s Johnson, state’s 
top prospect, signs with 
reigning NCAA champs  

Tessa Johnson is dedicated to winning a 
state title at STMA before moving on to 
NCAA champ South Carolina.

Smug Mug photo
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time, it tells me that I need to keep working since I am 
going to the reigning national champs and I am top in 
my class.”

Johnson broke in as an eighth-grader averaging 10.4 
points on  a section runner-up team. She scored 18.6 
ppg as a freshman, helping the Knights reach the state 
semifinals, where they lost to Farmington. She missed 
her entire sophomore year with a broken femur in her 
left leg which, she said, doctors attributed to ongoing 
stress more than one incident. 

She came back with a huge ju-
nior year, averaging 21.5 points, 
5.7 rebounds, 3.9 assists and 
2.8 steals per game, leading the 
Knights to the state finals, where 
they lost to heavy favorite Hop-
kins 72-56. 

In five state games, she has aver-
aged 21.8 points. Last year, she 
had 67 points and shot 11-for-27 
on three’s at state.

Regarding the year she missed, 
Johnson made the most of it by 
closely studying the action in 
games and on film.

“While I was on the bench, I was able to see the little 
details on the court, especially on screens,” she told 
MBBN this week. “It isn’t just on ball screens, but 
every screen. Being out for so long made me feel like 
I could predict what was going to happen within a pos-
session. I think I am able to read the floor, my team-
mates, and my coaches better now.”

Still not fully recovered — “My hip strength is not 
fully back,” she said recently — Johnson is averag-
ing 20.5 points after four games for the Knights, who 
were to face another unbeaten team, Chaska, tonight 
(Friday). 

“Tessa has the full package,” Hamre assessed. “She 
is an extremely good outside shooter, gets to the rim 
either side, and can take a player into the post.  She has 
a very high basketball IQ. She makes everyone around 
her better.  You can also find Tessa and her brother in 
the gym every morning at 5:30 a.m. Her success didn’t 
happen without a lot of time in the gym.”

Johnson built up her strength with weight room work, 
starting in her sophomore year when sidelined with the 
leg injury, Hamre said.

Asked to pick out any particularly outstanding games 
by Johnson, the coach was hard-pressed. “There are so 
many,” Hamre said. He cited a couple from her fresh-
man year. “I would say the first one was at Hopkins 
her freshman year when she was going toe to toe with 
Paige Beuckers. They had a great battle trading great 
play after great play. (And) she hit a three at the buzzer 
to beat Eden Prairie.” 

What especially stands out, though, Hamre said, is 
“how she always happy for her teammates’ success.”

Johnson, whose summer team is AAU power North 
Tartan, will be the fifth Knight to move on to Division 
I. Her sister Rae played for Iowa State from 2017-21. 
Sydney Tracy played for South Dakota State, Erin Autio 
for South Alabama and Jenna Stangler for Valparaiso.

Rae Johnson scored 1,730 points for the Knights and 
was a Miss Basketball finalist. Another sister, Clau-
dia, played basketball when she was younger but not 
in high school; her ambition is law school, Tessa said.  
The three sisters have a younger brother, Jeremiah, a 
sophomore who plays basketball and football for the 
Knights. “Jeremiah and I work out every morning, ei-
ther lifting or shooting,” said Tessa.

Johnson played volleyball the last three seasons and 
had 162 kills on a 20-6 team this fall. “Obviously, vol-
leyball wasn’t my main sport, but it helped my jumping 
and moving abilities,” she said. “I could feel a differ-
ence when I played basketball.”

Johnson’s next coach will be Dawn Staley, 52, who has 
collected four Olympic gold medals (three as a player, 
one as head coach), was named to the WNBA’s first 
All-Decade team, and has taken South Carolina to four 
Final Fours in the last seven years, with championships 
in 2017 and 2022. “I will trust my future with Dawn,” 
Johnson said.

Staley assessed her first Minnesota recruit as follows: 
“Tessa is a well rounded player who uses her perimeter 
ability and size to play multiple positions. She is a prov-
en perimeter scorer at three levels. We anxiously await 
her skill set that allows her to not only complement but 
elevate her future Gamecock teammates’ play.”

Tessa Johnson
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Powers joust 
at Breakdown
By Bruce Strand

Breakdown’s annual Tip-Off Classic on Saturday 
offered its usual array of intriguing matchups that 

caused adjustments in the weekly state rankings.

There’s a new No. 1 in Class 1A after Cherry toppled 
Hayfield 62-43, led by Isaac Asuma with 18 points, 
10 rebounds and eight assists. Noah Asuma added 16 
points, Carson Brown 14, and Isaiah Asuma 12. Hay-
field, two-time defending state champion, beat Cherry 
twice last year, including the semifinals, and once in 
the summer.  “It was nice to finally get them,” said Jor-
dan Christianson, Cherry coach. “We have tremendous 
respect for their program, players and coaches.” Cherry 
lost its opener to a strong Deer River team 50-48. Isaac 
Asuma missed 
that game with 
a thumb injury 
from football. 

Another No. 1 
losing was Class 
3A’s Totino-
Grace, nipped by 
Class 4A’s No. 2 
Lakeville North 
68-65. Nolan 
Winter netted 18 
points, Hudson 
Vaith 16, Matt 
Drake 12 and Jack Robison 11 for the winners. Totino-
Grace keeps its top rank, though.

DeLaSalle shaded Minnetonka 69-67 with Nasir Whit-
lock pouring in 35 points, capped by a game-winning 
fadeaway jumper at the horn. Minnetonka tied the 
score on two free shots by Andy Stefonowicz with 18 
seconds left. For Minnetonka, Ibrahim El-Amin sank 
20 points, Jaden Cain 14 and Stefonowicz 12.

Lake City held off Minneapolis North 82-81 after lead-
ing by 21 at halftime and by eight with a minute left. 
North, with Zashon Rice hitting 34 points and Max 
Wilson 26, took an 81-80 lead with 10 seconds left. 
Jaden Shones sank two game-winning free shots with 
2.7 seconds on the clock and led the Tigers with 22 
points. Hunter Lorenson had 20, Heise 16 and Keegan 

Cherry’s Isaac Asuma (3) and Isaiah Asuma hound-
ed Hayfield’s Isaac Matti.
Photos by Bruce Strand, MN BB News

Ryan 16.  “Crazy game and crazy finish,” said Lake 
City coach Greg Berge.

Holy Family, No. 1 in Class 2A, overtook Plainview-
Elgin-Millville 65-62 after trailing by 13 in the first 
half. Kole Hanson’s steal and layup 
opened a 61-57 lead for the Fire. 
PEM is 1-2, also losing to Lake City.

Will Underwood led with 29 points 
as Mahtomedi, No. 4 in Class 3A, 
fended off No. 7 Stewartville 74-67.  
Cole Armitage sank 16 points, Owen 
Carlson 14 and Javon Harvey 10 for 
the Zephyrs. Henry Tschetter tallied 
21 points and Cole Bancroft 16 for 
Stewartville.

Eastview topped Wayzata 81-75, 
cashing 27 of 35 free shots. Jona-
than Mekonnen sank 21 points, 
Dylan Omweno 14, Elias Batala 14 
and Mario Adams 13. Hayden Tib-
betts hit 21 points, Jackson McAn-
drew 19, Spencer Hall 13 and Isaiah 
Habte 12 for the Trojans, who’ve 
played in two straight state finals.

Orono tipped Minnehaha Academy 106-97, sinking 
14 three-pointers. Isaiah Hagen netted 29 points (five 
three’s) and Nolan Grove 26 points (three three’s, six 
assists). Kyle Kallenbach added 18 points. and Grant 
Gunderson 13 points with 11 rebounds.

DeLaSalle celebrated a game-win-
ner by Nasir Whitlock (lower left) 

against Minnetonka.

Mahtomedi’s 
Cole Armitage 
scores against 

Stewartville.



MBBN girls top 20
CLASS 4A

  1. Hopkins 5-0
  2. St. Michael-
      Albertville 4-0
  3. Eden Prairie 5-0
  4. Chaska 4-0
  5. Minnetonka 5-1

  6. Wayzata 5-1
  7. Rosemount 4-0
  8. East Ridge 6-1
  9. Maple Grove 4-2
10. Lakeville 
      South 6-0
 
11. Stillwater 6-0
12. Champlin 
      Park 3-0
13. Anoka 5-1
14. White Bear 
      Lake 6-1
15. Elk River 4-2

16. Lakeville 
      North 1-3
17. Rochester 
      Mayo 3-1
18. Blaine 4-1
19. Prior Lake 3-3
20. Shakopee 3-3

CLASS 3A

  1. Becker 3-0
  2. Benilde-St. 
      Margaret’s 2-2
  3. Holy Angels 5-0
  4. Marshall 1-0
  5. Jordan 5-0

  6. Grand 
     Rapids 5-2
  7. St. Paul 
      Como Park 3-0
  8. Alexandria 3-1
  9. Byron 3-1
10. Stewartville 4-2

11. Red Wing 3-1
12. Orono 3-2
13. Hill-Murray 3-1
14. Monticello 4-0
15. Visitation 5-2

16. Cloquet 5-1
17. Detroit 
      Lakes 2-1
18. Kasson-
      Mantorville 3-1
19. Mahtomedi 3-2
20. DeLaSalle 2-2

CLASS 2A

  1. Providence 
      Academy 4-2
  2. Minneahaha 
      Academy 2-1
  3. Albany 5-0
  4. St. Croix 
       Lutheran 5-2
  5. Goodhue 3-1

  6. Montevideo 4-0
  7. Lake Crystal-
      Wellcome 
      Memorial 3-0
  8. New London-
      Spicer 4-0
  9. Perham 4-0
10. Duluth 
     Marshall 5-0

11. Rochester 
      Lourdes 3-1
12. Sauk Centre 4-1
13. Holy Family 3-3
14. Proctor 6-1
15. Luverne 3-0

16. Minneapolis 
      Roosevelt 3-1
17. Pelican 
      Rapids 4-0
18. Pine City 2-1
19. Caledonia 5-1
20. Glencoe-
      Silver Lake 3-2

CLASS 1A

  1. Hancock 2-0
  2. Mountain Iron-
      Buhl 5-1
  3. Buffalo Lake-
      Hector-
      Stewart 4-0
  4. Minneota 2-0
  5. Mayer 
      Lutheran 5-0

  6. BOLD 5-0
  7. Hayfield 4-1
  8. Underwood 3-1
  9. Fosston 4-0
10. Lac qui 
      Parle Valley 4-1
11. Belgrade-
      Brooten-
      Elrosa 1-1
12. Grand 
       Meadow 2-0
13. Tracy-Milroy-
      Balaton 4-0
14. Kelliher-
      Northome 6-0
15. South 
      Ridge 2-0

16. Braham 5-0
17. Henning 3-1
18. Legacy 
      Christian 4-0
19. Badger-
      Greenbush-
      Middle River 3-1
20. Parkers
      Prairie 4-0
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MBBN boys top 20
CLASS 4A

  1. Park Center 3-0 
  2. Lakeville 
      North 3-0 
  3. Eden Prairie 2-0 
  4. Shakopee 3-0 
  5. East Ridge 2-1 
  
  6. Eastview 1-1
  7. Robbinsale 
      Armstrong 2-0
  8. Robbinsdale
      Cooper 2-0 
  9. Andover 2-1 
10. Hopkins 4-1

11. Prior Lake 2-1 
12. Chaska 2-2
13. Blaine 3-1 
14. Stillwater 3-1
15. Minnetonka 1-2 

16. Farmington 2-1
17. Wayzata 0-3 
18. Lakeville 
      South 2-2 
19. Moorhead 3-1
20. Rochester 
      Mayo 3-0 

CLASS 3A

  1. Totino-Grace 1-1 
  2. DeLaSalle 2-1 
  3. Orono 2-0 
  4. Mahtomedi 2-0 
  5 . Benilde-St. 
       Margaret’s 2-0 

  6. Alexandria 2-1 
  7. Stewartville 1-1 
  8. Mankato 
      East 3-0
  9. Austin 2-1 
10. Princeton 3-0 

11. St. Anthony 
      Village 2-1 
12. Delano 4-1
13. New Ulm 3-0 
14. Hermantown 3-0 
15. Winona 1-0

16. Mankato 
      West 1-1 
17. St. Cloud 
      Tech 1-1
18. Simley 3-0 
19. St. Thomas
      Academy 1-2 
20. Richfield 1-2 

CLASS 2A

  1. Holy Family
      Catholic 3-0  
  2. Lake City 3-0 
  3. Minneapolis 
      North 1-1
  4. Maranatha 
      Christian 3-0 
  5. Maple River 4-1 

  6. Minnehaha 
      Academy 3-2 
  7. Plainview-Elgin-
      Millville 1-2 
  8. Perham 1-0  
  9. Pequot 
      Lakes 3-0 
10. Watertown-
      Mayer 2-0 

11. Mora 1-0 
12. Albany 1-0
13. Sauk Centre 2-0 
14. Esko 3-0 
15. Thief River 
      Falls 3-0

16. Crosby-
      Ironton 3-0 
17. New London-
      Spicer 0-0 
18. Annandale 2-1 
19. West Central 
       Area 3-1 
20. Milaca 4-1 

CLASS 1A

  1. Cherry 2-1
  2. Hayfield 2-1 
  3. Belgrade-
      Brooten-
      Elrosa 1-0  
  4. New Life 
      Academy 4-0 
  5. Cass Lake-
     Bena 2-0

  6. Deer River 3-0
  7. Henning 4-0
  8. Mountain Iron-
      Buhl 3-0 
  9. Goodhue 3-1 
10. Russell-Tyler-
      Ruthton 2-0 

11. Mankato 
      Loyola 3-0 
12. Spring 
      Grove 0-0 
13. Fertile-
      Beltrami 3-1 
14. Legacy 
      Christian 3-1
15. Lakeview 2-1

16. Lyle-Pacelli 4-0 
17. Border West 2-0 
18. Nevis 3-0 
19. Browerville-
      Eagle Valley 1-1 
20. Battle Lake 3-0 
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Breakdown Tip-Off snapshots

Holy Family’s Boden Kopke lost control of the ball mo-
mentarly on a drive after stealing the ball. He recovered it 
and scored against Planview-Elgin-Millville. In pursuit are 
Kole Hanson (5) and PEM’s Brady Herber (3) and Andrew 

Vanderstoep (11).

Minnetonka’s Jalen Cain scores between 
DeLaSalle defenders Jaden Morgan (13)  and 

Isreal Moses.

Stewartville’s Henry Tschetter was guarded 
closely by Javon Harvey of Mahtomedi.

Hayfield’s Isaac Matti launches a jump shot, 
contested by Cherry’s Isaac Asuma.
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By Bruce Strand

Mike Dreier officially became 
the state’s overall leader in 

high school basketball coaching 
victories when New London-Spicer 
edged Delano 52-50 at home Friday.

Already almost 300 wins ahead in 
wins among girls coaches, Dreier 
notched his 1,013th, all of them for 
NLS, which surpassed the boys re-
cord of 1,012 held by the late Bob 
McDonald, who coached for 52 years, mostly at Ch-
isholm, including three state champion teams.

In contrast to such occasions as his 900th and 1,000th, 
the occasion was kept low-key, as per the wishes of 
the man himself. “To tell the truth, I don’t even pay 
much attention to it,” Dreier said 
Monday. As he’s done on previous 
milestones, Dreier praised the mul-
titudes of dedicated players, their 
supportive families, his longtime 
assistant and volunteer coaches, 
and the school administration. The 
milestone was acknowledged only 
with an announcement after the 
game. 

On behalf of the school, activities 
director Thayne Johnson stated: 
“What makes it even more remark-
able is that he has been able to do 
it all here at New London-Spicer. Oftentimes, when 
coaches have the amount of experience that Mike 
does, it comes at two or more schools.” A commemora-
tive basketball will be presented to Dreier later, John-
son said.

After the Delano win, which came in his 1,200th game, 
his record is 1013-187, an .844 percentage, with 18 
state tournaments, two state titles and five runner-up 
finishes. He ranks fifth nationally in wins among girls 
coaches. McDonald is 18th among boys coaches.

Tonia (Nelson) Finstrom, one of two Dreier alums to 
play for the Gophers (along with Lindsay Lieser), was 

Dreier 1,013, McDonald 1,012

among the ex-Wildcats in attendance. “It was an honor 
to play with some great players (at NLS), and to play 
for a coach who really cared about us. Those are some 
of my best memories,” said Finstrom, a 1993 graduate. 
“He certainly was a major influence in my life.” 

Bob McDonald, who died in 2020, is such a prep leg-
end that the boys coaches’ association’s annual award 
for best senior player is called the McDonald Award. 

“Those two guys are both great ambassadors to the 
game of basketball,” said Paul McDonald, Bob’s son, 
who played on two state champ teams in the 1970’s 
and coached Vermillion CC for 29 years. “I know my 
dad would be very happy for Mike.” Three sons and a 
daughter followed Bob into coaching. Dreier went up 
against Sue (McDonald) Tesdahl of Crosby-Ironton in 
the 1991 section finals, winning 49-46. “We knew it 
would be a tough game. Dreier always adjusts so well,”  
recalled Tesdahl. “I heard he was getting close to dad’s 
record, but we have no hard feelings about that. Not 
many people stay in coaching as long as him and dad.” 

Among girls coaches, the next two in total wins are 
the late Myron Glass of Rochester Lourdes with 719 
and Ron Gunderson (retired) of New Prague with 684. 
Glass had an incredible 8-0 record in state finals. Two 
of those came against Dreier’s teams, although NLS 
subsequently beat Eagles in a state semifinal game.

Avery Rich, in her fifth year on varsity, has participated 
in 99 of Dreier’s wins and counting. Rich and Jaden 
Coahran led the win against Delano with 19 points 
each. Also involved in around 100 wins were Tonia 
Nelson, Tracy Hanson, Jackie Reese, Sue Olson, Lind-
say Lieser, Sara Spears, Susan Semmler, Steph Dobbs, 
and all-time scoring leader Taylor Thunstedt. 

Mike Dreier accepted congratulations from NLS fans after the Wild-
cats nipped Delano 52-50 for a record-setting win.

Brett Blocker, Lakes Area Review 

Bob McDonald 
of Chisholm

NLS girls coach passes boys record-holder in career wins 
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Pacesetter Sports has set the 8-region Minnesota Youth 
Basketball State Championship schedule of playoffs in 
8 regions:

Teams play 3-4 games in each region in one day.

FEE: $220/team

Discounts:
December $160
January $180
February $200

Register: www.pacesettersports.net

8 MINNESOTA REGION SITES

Region 1 Rochester  March 25-26
 
Region 2 Lake Crystal  April 22-23

Region 3 Redwood Falls March 25-26

Region 4 Moose Lake/  April 15-16
  Willow River

Region 5 Paynesville  April 1-2

Region 6 Alexandria  April 15-16

Region 7 Grand Rapids/  April 1-2
  Mountain Iron-Buhl

Region 8 Bemidji  April 22-23

See the ad on page 7 for specific grades and genders for 
both regions and state. 

The champion from each region will be invited to play 
in the Minnesota Youth Basketball State Champion-
ships at The College of St. Benedict in St. Joseph, MN, 
on one of two weekends, June 10-11 or June 17-18.

The Minnesota state champions and the runners-up will 
be invited to play in the 8-team Pacesetter Great Five-
State Championships at the Target Center in Minne-

Pacesetter Minnesota Youth Basketball 
State Championship Playoffs Set

Teams in Grades 4-9 will play for 12 state championships in 8-region playoff system

apolis against top teams from Iowa, Wisconsin, North 
Dakota and South Dakota.

This Pacesetter “Midwest Madness” playoff system 
provides all youth teams grades 4-9 in the 5-state area 
with a chance to compete against the best from other 
states and enjoy the fantasy of playing on the main Tar-
get Center floor. Each team playing in “Great State” 
will play one game minimum on the main floor, com-
plete with an announcer and Target Center music for 
individual player introductions.

The Minnesota Lynx and Timberwolves cooperate in 
this playoff system.  All players, coaches and fans from 
the youth games attend either a Lynx game or a Timber-
wolves game during their Great State weekend, which 
is most commonly in June-July-August-November.

Pacesetter players are also offered special ticket dis-
counts at a selected game during the folllowing Tim-
berwolves season.

Teams that play in the Pacesetter playoffs must be 
school or community teams. All players must either live 
or attend school in the same city or tribal community.  
See Frequently Asked Questions, General Information, 
and Rules are posted on the Pacesetter website at www.
pacesettersports.net.

Over 800-1,000 teams are expected to compete again in 
this 5-state playoff system, which began in 2010.

Pacesetter Sets Camp Attendance Record: 160!

After 43 years of Pacesetter Camps, a new attendance 
record was set this fall – 160 kids.  The one-day “Tour 
of Champions” Camp featured 3-time state champion 
coach John Carlson from Litchfield as the director. 
Coaches who would like to host a “Tour of Champi-
ons” 1-2 day camp, should write Tracey at pacesetter-
sportsmbbn@gmail.com. Pacesetter camp brochures 
will be sent soon to all head coaches.



Pacesetter Newsletter                          Minnesota Basketball News                December 16                 Page 9

Minnesota YOUTH BASKETBALL 
STATE CHAMPIONSHIP Region Playoffs

GREAT 5-STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS
IA • MN • ND • SD • WI

3-4 game guarantee • $220/team
SAVE $:  REGISTER EARLY!  Nov - $140, Dec - $160, Jan - $180, Feb - $200

ALL GRADES REFER TO THE 2022-23 SCHOOL YEAR
Teams may register for more than one region. 4B = 4th grade boys, 4G = 4th grade girls, etc.

 Region 1 Site                       Date                                   Grade/Gender                      
 Rochester-RCTC      March 25                           4G, 6G, 8G, 5B, 7B, 9B
 Rochester-RCTC      March 26                        5G, 7G, 9G, 4B, 6B, 8B

 Region 2 Site                       Date                                   Grade/Gender                      
 Lake Crystal          April 22                              4G, 6G, 8G, 5B, 7B, 9B
 Lake Crystal      April 23                        5G, 7G, 9G, 4B, 6B, 8B

 Region 3 Site                       Date                                   Grade/Gender                        
 Redwood Falls          March 25                            5G, 7G, 9G, 4B, 6B, 8B
 Redwood Falls          March 26                        4G, 6G, 8G, 5B, 7B, 9B

 Region 4 Site                       Date                                   Grade/Gender                       
 Moose Lake/Willow River     April 15                              4G, 6G, 8G, 5B, 7B, 9B
 Moose Lake/Willow River     April 16                      5G, 7G, 9G, 4B, 6B, 8B

 Region 5 Site                       Date                                   Grade/Gender                       
 Paynesville          April 1                                5G, 7G, 9G, 4B, 6B, 8B 
 Paynesville      April 2                       4G, 6G, 8G, 5B, 7B, 9B

 Region 6 Site                       Date                                   Grade/Gender                  
 Alexandria      April 15                              5G, 7G, 9G, 4B, 6B, 8B
 Alexandria          April 16                       4G, 6G, 8G, 5B, 7B, 9B

 Region 7 Site                       Date                                   Grade/Gender                      
 Grand Rapids          April 1                                 8G, 5B, 7B
 Grand Rapids          April 2                  7G, 9G, 4B   
 Mt. Iron-Buhl          April 1                                 4G, 6G, 9B
 Mt. Iron-Buhl          April 2                  5G, 6B, 8B  

 Region 8 Site                       Date                                   Grade/Gender                       
 Bemidji           April 22                               5G, 7G, 9G, 4B, 6B, 8B
 Bemidji           April 23                  4G, 6G, 8G, 5B, 7B, 9B

 MN State Championships       Location                             Date          Grades          
 MIT - MN Invitational   College of St. Benedict          June 10     B & G 4-6-8
 State Championship   College of St. Benedict          June 11     B & G 4-6-8
 MIT - MN Invitational   College of St. Benedict          June 17     B & G 5-7-9
 State Championship   College of St. Benedict          June 18     B & G 5-7-9

Questions?  320.243.7460 • pacesettersportsmbbn@gmail.com • www.pacesettersports.net •                   Pacesetter Basketball

Boys & Girls Grades 4-9
2023

Road to the Target Center!

Champions from each regional site will be invited to the 
MN State Championship. Other top finishers will receive an 
invitation to the Minnesota Invitational Tournament (MIT).

The MN State Champion and Runner-up in each grade are invited to the 
Great Five-State Championships at the Target Center in Minneapolis. Or For More Info/To Register:

 www.pacesettersports.net

Scan Code 
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2023 Pacesetter

Each tournament is a ONE-day tournament.  
Limit 16 teams per grade/gender 
All teams will play 3-4 games.

 Or For More Info/To Register:
Scan Code: 

320.243.7460 • pacesettersportsmbbn@gmail.com • www.pacesettersports.net •                 Pacesetter Basketball

WINTER CLASSICWINTER CLASSIC
Basketball Basketball 

        Tournament        Tournament

All players on a team must either be enrolled in the same 
school system or live or attend school in the same city, the 

same school district or the same tribal community.

March 4 & 5
St. Joseph, MN
College of St. Benedict

Boys & Girls Grades 4-8

Registration Deadline: Feb 22

$190/team before Feb 5
$210/team Feb 5 or later

 www.pacesettersports.net

Saturday, March 4: 
Girls Grades 4-5 | Boys Grades 6-7-8

Sunday, March 5: 
Girls Grades 6-7-8 | Boys Grades 4-5


