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By Bruce Strand

Nolan Winter, the son of two 
Minnesota Gopher athletes, is 

the latest Lakeville North basketball 
star to cast his lot with the Wiscon-
sin Badgers.

Before moving on the the Big Ten, 
the 6-foot-11 Winter has a more 
pressing matter to address, trying to 
help the Panthers reach a state tour-
nament, after his first two seasons 
ended in the section semifinals.

Winter, who missed four games re-
cently with a recurring ankle injury, 
is averaging 22.7 points and 11.2 re-
bounds, shooting 52 percent overall 
and 30 percent on three’s. He aver-
aged 17.5 points as a sophomore on 
a 17-9 team and 11 points as a sopho-
more on a 13-7 team. 

The Panthers — actually led by two 
future Badgers, as junior Jack Robi-
son has verbally committed as well 
— are 16-2, ranked No. 2 in Class 
4A, and share the South Suburban 
lead with No. 3 Eastview, each 9-1. 

They won all four games Winter 
missed. He got back on the court 
against No. 10 Shakopee on Jan. 27 
and hit 30 points in a 79-71 win. This 
past Tuesday, he drilled 32 points this 
in an 81-60 win over No. 11 Lakev-
ille South.

“Very skilled basketball player for a 
kid his size,” assessed John Oxton, 
Panther coach. “Great shooter. Good 
touch around the basket. Great re-
bounder and shot blocker. Not super 
athletic, but great perimeter skills for 
6-11. Great hands and ball skills.”

Oxton adds that Winter is a high 
character guy: “Great kid. Very 
smart player. Team oriented. Does 
everything we ask him to do. Always 
willing to volunteer and represent 
our program in a variety of ways.”

The Lakeville 
North lineup 
also features 
Hudson Vaith, a 
6-foot-5 senior 
guard averag-
ing 15.9 points, 
and Robison, a 
6-foot-6 wing 
averaging 15.8 
points. An-
thony Quam, 
a 6-foot-4 ju-
nior forward, 

stepped up and averaged 15 points in 
Winter’s absence.

Winter’s father, Trevor, from Slay-
ton, a small town in southwest Min-
nesota, was a 7-foot backup center 
for the Gophers from 1993-97. His 
mother, Heidi (Olhausen) Winter, 
from Lakeville, was a 5-foot-11 hit-
ter for the Gophers from 1992-95. 
Trevor and Heidi’s other offspring, 
Macy, was captain of Lakeville 
North’s 2017 state champion team 
and attends the Naval Academy.

Lakeville North is led by 
another Wisconsin recruit, 
6-foot-11 Nolan Winter

Madison 
pipeline

Nolan Winter 
on signing 
day with his 
ex-Gopher 
parents, 
Travor and 
Heidi.
UW photo
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Almost full-court shot 
at horn lifts Chisago 

By Bruce Strand

Patrick Rowe made probably 
the longest game-winning shot 

you’ll ever see, giving Chisago 
Lakes a 90-89 win over over Becker 
on Tuesday evening. The 6-foot-
6 junior, who had 43 points in the 
game, let fly from halfway up the 
free throw lane and hit a bulls-eye 
on the other end as time ran out. 

“I’m sure a little bit of adrenaline 
helped me,” he told MBBN. “I don’t 
think that I could ever duplicate that 
shot.” 

With 1.5 seconds left, Becker missed a free throw. 
Chisago Lakes guard Dan Wille snagged the rebound 
and dished off to Rowe, who, with his left shoulder fac-
ing down court, made the herculean throw with just his 
right arm, and some guidance from his left hand. 

“As soon as I threw it, I thought it had a chance to go in. 
It was straight on,” said Rowe. “If anything, I thought it 
might be too long.” 

Asked what’s the longest basket he’s made previously, 
either in a game or goofing around, he said, “Probably 
just outside the center line.” 

That was actually his second buzzer-beating, game-
saver shot of the evening, as he also sank a three-point 
with time running out in regulation to knot the game 
79-79. “Dan got the ball to me that time, too,” he said. 

Rowe, a basketball-only athlete who’s averaging 25 
points, said it was especially gratifying to pull out a 
close game because the Wildcats (7-13) have had sev-
eral single-digit losses. 

“That shot ranks at the top of anything I’ve done in 
my career so far,” acknowledged Rowe, who averaged 
14.9 points as a sophomore. 

Jack Walker added 15 points and Zander Schmidt 12 
for Chisago Lakes. Becker (8-10) had five double-digit 
scorers, led by Kyle Bloomquist with 29.

Winter, also pursued by the Gophers, Stanford, Xavier, 
Oregon State, St. Thomas and Nebraska, didn’t get any 
recruiting pitches at home. He told the Star-Tribune, 
“My dad and mom both went to Minnesota, but they’ve 
been telling me ever since Day One (that) this is your 
decision.”

He came to the same decision as past Lakeville North 
bigs Nate Reuvers, a 6-foot-11, four-year starter with 
the Badgers (2017-21), and Tyler Wahl, a 6-foot-9 se-
nior currently averaging 12 points, and committed to 
UW and coach Greg Gard in September.

“It’s really a college town and they really care about 
their sport, which is cool,” Winter told a Madison TV 
station after touring the UW campus. “You can tell that 
everyone takes Badger sports seriously.”

Robison will rejoin Winter at Wisconsin, having verbal-
ly committed a month after Winter.

“They love the people, the campus, player development, 
and winning,” Oxton reflected, about his school’s pipe-
line to Madison. “They have seen others from LN go 
before them and have a great experience. So I guess they 
think they can do the same.”

Patrick Rowe

New London-Spicer is now the only unbeaten girls 
team in Minnesota, after an unlikely blowout of 

their recent nemesis Montevideo, 64-29, at home on 
Thursday, Feb. 2. Montevideo has the entire lineup 
back from the team that, last season, ended 25 years of 
losing to NLS by thumping the Wildcats 68-54 and 41-
26 and advancing to their first state tournament. NLS 
led by just four early in the second half but decimated 
the Thunderhawks the rest of the way by forcing a tor-
rent of turnovers and burning up the nets. “We played 
pretty well, and things just caved in for them (Mon-
tevideo). It was crazy. We had a great second half,” 
said NLS coach Mike Dreier. Dakota Rich supplied 
18 points (five 3-pointers) and eight assists, Delaney 
Hanson 14 points (four 3-pointers), and Avery Rich 13 
points and six steals for the Wildcats, who are 21-0 and 
ranked second in Class 2A  behind defending cham-
pion Providence Academy. Avery Koenen, the 6-foot-3 
North Dakota State recruit who led both wins last year, 
had 17 points for Montevideo (17-3), which will likely 
get another shot at NLS in Section 3AA.

NLS is lone girls unbeaten 
after surprising blowout



Minnesota YOUTH BASKETBALL 
STATE CHAMPIONSHIP Region Playoffs

GREAT 5-STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS
IA • MN • ND • SD • WI

3-4 game guarantee • $220/team
SAVE $:  REGISTER EARLY!  Nov - $140, Dec - $160, Jan - $180, Feb - $200

ALL GRADES REFER TO THE 2022-23 SCHOOL YEAR
Teams may register for more than one region. 4B = 4th grade boys, 4G = 4th grade girls, etc.

 Region 1 Site                       Date                                   Grade/Gender                      
 Rochester-RCTC      March 25                           4G, 6G, 8G, 5B, 7B, 9B
 Rochester-RCTC      March 26                        5G, 7G, 9G, 4B, 6B, 8B

 Region 2 Site                       Date                                   Grade/Gender                      
 Lake Crystal          April 22                              4G, 6G, 8G, 5B, 7B, 9B
 Lake Crystal      April 23                        5G, 7G, 9G, 4B, 6B, 8B

 Region 3 Site                       Date                                   Grade/Gender                        
 Redwood Falls          March 25                            5G, 7G, 9G, 4B, 6B, 8B
 Redwood Falls          March 26                        4G, 6G, 8G, 5B, 7B, 9B

 Region 4 Site                       Date                                   Grade/Gender                       
 Moose Lake/Willow River     April 15                              4G, 6G, 8G, 5B, 7B, 9B
 Moose Lake/Willow River     April 16                      5G, 7G, 9G, 4B, 6B, 8B

 Region 5 Site                       Date                                   Grade/Gender                       
 Paynesville          April 1                                5G, 7G, 9G, 4B, 6B, 8B 
 Paynesville      April 2                       4G, 6G, 8G, 5B, 7B, 9B

 Region 6 Site                       Date                                   Grade/Gender                  
 Alexandria      April 15                              5G, 7G, 9G, 4B, 6B, 8B
 Alexandria          April 16                       4G, 6G, 8G, 5B, 7B, 9B

 Region 7 Site                       Date                                   Grade/Gender                      
 Grand Rapids          April 1                                 8G, 5B, 7B
 Grand Rapids          April 2                  7G, 9G, 4B   
 Mt. Iron-Buhl          April 1                                 4G, 6G, 9B
 Mt. Iron-Buhl          April 2                  5G, 6B, 8B  

 Region 8 Site                       Date                                   Grade/Gender                       
 Bemidji           April 22                               5G, 7G, 9G, 4B, 6B, 8B
 Bemidji           April 23                  4G, 6G, 8G, 5B, 7B, 9B

 MN State Championships       Location                             Date          Grades          
 MIT - MN Invitational   College of St. Benedict          June 10     B & G 4-6-8
 State Championship   College of St. Benedict          June 11     B & G 4-6-8
 MIT - MN Invitational   College of St. Benedict          June 17     B & G 5-7-9
 State Championship   College of St. Benedict          June 18     B & G 5-7-9

Questions?  320.243.7460 • pacesettersportsmbbn@gmail.com • www.pacesettersports.net •                   Pacesetter Basketball

Boys & Girls Grades 4-9
2023

Road to the Target Center!

Champions from each regional site will be invited to the 
MN State Championship. Other top finishers will receive an 
invitation to the Minnesota Invitational Tournament (MIT).

The MN State Champion and Runner-up in each grade are invited to the 
Great Five-State Championships at the Target Center in Minneapolis. Or For More Info/To Register:

 www.pacesettersports.net

Scan Code 
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SP Johnson climbs 
back after 0-5 start

St. Paul Johnson lost its first five games but the Gov-
ernors have won 11 of their last 12 and moved into 

the Class 3A rankings at No. 16. “We were playing a lot 
of kids that were new to the program, as well as three 
ninth-graders and an eighth-grader,” said coach Co-
lin Moore about the rocky start, adding that their lead 
guard missed the first five games. One of the freshmen 
is Kenny Turner, who sparked two big wins last week, 
scoring 21 points in a 61-60 win over Minnehaha Acad-
emy (13-6), including the game-winner on a reverse la-
yup, and 22 in a 73-58 win over Highland Park (11-6), 
who beat them 59-57 earlier in the season. Turner is 
averaging 14 points and eight rebounds. “He’s learn-
ing to control the paint on both ends,” said Moore. De-
wayne Givens averages 15 points, eight rebounds, 4.5 
assists and three steals, and guards the opponents’ top 
player “A jack of all trades,” Moore said. K’jon Jordan 
is a slashing, high energy guard averaging 11.5 points, 
six rebounds, three assists and three steals. “We defend 
well, forcing turnovers, and play well in transition. We 
like to run,” said Moore.

Mayer Lutheran (17-3) handed Buffalo Lake-Hec-
tor-Stewart (19-1) its first loss, 67-58, led by 

Madeline Guetzkow, who scored 28 points and went 
over 1,000, on Monday in Mayer. That was a crucial 
game with regard to section playoffs as both play in 
the north sub of Section 2A along with BOLD (16-4). 
“We have one of the toughest sub-sections with them 
and BOLD,” coach Kris Gustin told the local paper, the 
Herald Journal. “This was a big one as we’ll get the No. 
1 seed and avoid the second-round matchup, but we’re 
anticipating playing them again, and they’re going to 
come out gunning for us.” Mayer Lutheran also beat 
BLHS twice last year on the way to third place at state.

Mayer Luth. trips BLHS

Daughters of both coaches scored their 1,000th point 
when Rochester Century edged Lakeville South 

61-57 last Saturday in Rochester. Taylor Clarey, Cen-
tury junior, daughter of coach Chadd Clarey, had 23 
points. Finley Ohnstad, Lakeville South junior, daughter 
of coach Angie Ohnstad, had 16 points. Ohnstad joins 
her parents in the thousand-point club. Angie Iverson 
scored 1,366 for Owatonna, and Mitch Ohnstad scored 
2,048 for Fairbault. Both played for the Gophers. 

Both coaches’ daughters hit 1,000

Minnehaha honors 
Suggs in trip home

Jalen Suggs, Orlando Magic guard, came home in 
Minnesota to face the Timberwolves recently and his 

alma mater Minnehaha Academy took the opportunity 
to honor the hero of three consecutive state champion-
ship teams, the Star-Tribune reported. During the Red-
hawks 85-75 win over Blake on Thursday, Feb. 2, the 

school officially retired his No. 1 jer-
seys in basketball and football. (Suggs 
was also a coveted D-I recruit as a quar-
terback.) Suggs spoke briefly, thanking 
the fans, his parents Molly Manley and 
Larry Suggs, teammates, and represen-
tatives of the Magic who were present. 
“Lot of great memories in this gym, a 
lot of great games, practices,” he said.  
In the crowd was Chet Holmgren. Sug-
gs and Holmgren were both Mr. Bas-

ketball and went No. 5 and No. 2, respectively, in their 
NBA drafts, after one season each with Gonzaga. Hol-
mgren is sitting out what would have been his rookie 
season with Oklahoma City due to a summer foot in-
jury. Suggs helped the Magic beat the Timberwolves 
127-120 the next night, contributing 10 points, three 
steals and three assists off the bench.

Injury ends Osseo star’s career

Aalayah Wilson’s prolific career at Osseo has ended 
prematurely due to a knee injury suffered Jan. 27 

in a game against Park Center. Coach Doug Erlien re-
ports that her MCL, PCL and ACL were damaged. The 
5-foot-8 guard was averaging 21 points when injured. 
She tallied 27 ppg as a junior, 18 as a sophomore and 
10 as a freshman, totaled 1,602 career points and had 
a team record 47-point game last season.  Wilson com-
mitted after her junior season to Lindenwood Univer-
sity, a Division I team in Missouri. At Osseo, she was 
a standout on struggling teams throughout her career. 
The Orioles were 6-9 when she was injured this year, 
and 17-56 the previous three years.

BLHS twins reach 1,000 together

Kristi and Rachel Kottke, junior twins at Buffalo 
Lake-Hector-Stewart, scored their 1,000th point 

in the same game, a 79-40 win over Atwater-Cosmos-
Grove City on Jan. 23. Matt Pederson, state basketball 
record-keeper, said he’s not aware of any other instance 
in state history of siblings reaching 1,000 together.

Jalen Suggs
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2023 Pacesetter

Each tournament is a ONE-day tournament.  
Limit 16 teams per grade/gender 
All teams will play 3-4 games.

 Or For More Info/To Register:
Scan Code: 

320.243.7460 • pacesettersportsmbbn@gmail.com • www.pacesettersports.net •                 Pacesetter Basketball

WINTER CLASSICWINTER CLASSIC
Basketball Basketball 

        Tournament        Tournament

All players on a team must either be enrolled in the same 
school system or live or attend school in the same city, the 

same school district or the same tribal community.

March 4 & 5
St. Joseph, MN
College of St. Benedict

Boys & Girls Grades 4-8

Registration Deadline: Feb 22

$190/team before Feb 5
$210/team Feb 5 or later

 www.pacesettersports.net

Saturday, March 4: 
Girls Grades 4-5 | Boys Grades 6-7-8

Sunday, March 5: 
Girls Grades 6-7-8 | Boys Grades 4-5



MBBN girls top 20
CLASS 4A

  1.  Hopkins 19-1
  2. Chaska 20-1
  3. Wayzata 17-3
  4. St. Michael-
      Albertville 18-2
  5. East Ridge 18-3

  6. Maple 
      Grove 17-3
  7. Eden 
      Prairie 14-7
  8. Lakeville 
      North  15-5
  9. Stillwater 17-3
10. Rosemount 16-4

11. White Bear 
      Lake 16-4
12. Minnetonka 13-8
13. Elk River 15-5
14. Robbinsdale 
      Cooper 17-4
15. Rogers 13-6

16. Prior Lake 11-8
17. Centennial 12-9
18. Roseville 12-8
19. Anoka 13-7
20. Lakeville 
      South 14-7

Note: records are 
through Tuesday.
  

CLASS 3A

  1. Benilde-St. 
     Margaret’s 15-5
  2. Becker 18-3
  3. Grand 
      Rapids 20-2
  4. Stewartville   
      20-2
  5. Jordan 17-2
  
  6. DeLaSalle 14-5
  7. Holy Angels   
     15-4
  8. Alexandria 16-4
  9. Detroit 
      Lakes 18-3
10. Mahtomedi 14-5

11. Monticello 16-5
12. St. Peter 14-5
13. Delano 16-5
14. Mankato 
      East 13-6
15. Visitation 15-6

16. Austin 15-6
17. Red Wing 14-5
18. Marshall 15-7
19. Byron 13-9
20. Orono 9-10

CLASS 2A

  1. Providence 
      Academy 17-2
  2. New London-
      Spicer 20-0
  3. Albany 19-1
  4. Goodhue 20-3
  5. Minnehaha 
      Academy 15-4

  6. St. Croix 
      Lutheran 16-3
  7. Rochester 
      Lourdes 19-4
  8. Pequot 
      Lakes 16-2
  9. Perham 19-2
10. Lake Crystal- 
      Wellcome- 
      Memorial 21-1
11.  Luverne 17-2
12. Montevideo 16-3
13. Minneapolis
      Roosevelt 19-2
14. Caledonia 18-3
15. Holdingford 17-3

16. Glencoe-
      Silver Lake 17-4
17. Sauk 
      Centre 14-6
18. Holy Family 
      Catholic 9-11
19. Proctor 14-7
20. Pine City 15-5

CLASS 1A

  1. Mountain Iron-
      Buhl 16-3
  2. Mayer 
      Lutheran 17-3
  3. Buffalo Lake-
      Hector-
      Stewart 15-1
  4. Hancock 18-2
  5. Henning 20-1

  6. Belgrade-
      Brooten-
      Elrosa 16-3
  7. Hayfield 19-3
  8. BOLD 16-4
  9. Nevis 16-2
10. Badger-
      Greenbush-
      Middle River 17-3

11. Grand 
     Meadow 19-2
12. Underwood 17-3
13. Cromwell-
      Wright 17-4
14. Barnum 16-3
15. Breckenridge 13-6

16. Kelliher-
      Northome 16-2
17. Fosston 16-3
18. Lac qui Parle 
      Valley 19-3
19. Braham 15-4
20. Ely 16-3
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MBBN boys top 20
CLASS 4A

  1. Park 
      Center 17-0 
  2. Lakeville 
      North 16-2
  3. Eastview 14-4
  4. Wayzata 14-3
  5. Buffalo 16-3

  6. Minnetonka   
      14-4
  7. East Ridge 13-5
  8. Hopkins 14-6
  9. Andover 13-5
10. Shakopee 11-6

11. Lakeville 
     South 12-6
12. White Bear 
      Lake 11-5 
13. Owatonna 15-4
14. Northfield 13-6
15. Stillwater 11-7

16. Edina 10-8
17. Eagan 11-8
18. Farmington 10-8
19. Duluth East 14-4
20. Brainerd 14-3

Note: records are 
through Tuesday.

CLASS 3A

  1. Totino-Grace 13-5
  2. Benilde-St. 
      Margaret’s 15-3 
  3. DeLaSalle 16-4 
  4. St. Thomas 
      Academy 14-5
  5. Mahtomedi 15-3

  6. Orono 13-5
  7. Alexandria 12-3
  8. Mankato 
      East 13-4 
  9. Princeton 14-3 
10. South St. 
      Paul 13-5

11. Stewartville 15-4
12. Delano 14-6 
13. Worthington 14-3
14. New Ulm 15-4
15. Hermantown 15-4

16. St. Paul 
      Johnson 11-6 
17. Austin 12-7
18. St. Anthony 
      Village 13-6 
19. St. Paul Highland
      Park 10-6 
20. St. Cloud 
      Tech 10-8

CLASS 2A

  1. Holy Family 
      Catholic 17-2
  2. Lake City 19-1
  3. Maranatha 
      Christian 17-2
  4. Lake Crystal-
      Wellcome-
      Memorial 18-1
  5. Maple 
       River 20-2

  6. Minneapolis 
      North 11-7
  7. Albany 17-1
  8. Minnehaha 
      Academy 13-6
  9. Perham 16-3 
10. Norwood Young
      America 14-2

11. Esko 14-3
12. Plainview-Elgin-
      Millville 15-3
13. Mora 14-3
14. Minneapolis
      Edison 12-5
15. Thief River 
      Falls 17-2

16. Eden Valley-
      Watkins 13-5
17. Paynesville 16-4
18. Osakis 13-5
19. Dilworth-Glyn  
     don-Felton 15-4 
20. Two 
      Harbors 15-3

 

CLASS 1A

  1. Cass Lake-
      Bena 18-1
  2. New Life 
      Academy 14-4
  3. Cherry 15-3
  4. Henning 18-1
  5. Goodhue 19-2 

  6. Russell-Tyler-
      Ruthton 18-0
  7. Belgrade-
      Brooten-
      Elrosa 15-3
  8. Hayfield 18-4
  9. Spring 
      Grove 18-1
10. Lyle-Pacelli 17-3 

11. Northland 18-1
12. Browerville-
      Eagle 
      Valley 14-3
13. Dawson-
      Boyd 17-3
14. Sacred 
       Heart 17-3
15. Lakeview 16-3

16. Border 
      West 15-2
17. Fosston 15-3
18. Ada-Borup-
      West 16-3
19. Southwest MN 
      Christian 15-4
20. Westbrook-
      Walnut-
      Grove 16-2



Around the state
Gary Lembcke, Norwood Young America girls 

coach for 39 seasons, announced that he’ll retire 
at the end of the season. The Morris native has logged 
683 wins, fourth-most in state history, with four state 
trips  and 13 conference titles. The Raiders are 13-6 
this season …. St. Thomas Academy (boys) snapped 
Mahtomedi’s 12-game win streak, shutting down the 
Zephyrs’ high-octane offense 72-58 on Tuesday, aveng-
ing an earlier 69-41 loss to their Metro East rival, led 
by Michael Kirchner with 28 points and Luke Doggs 
with 20. The Cadets, 15-5 after a 1-4 start, moved up 
to No. 4 in Class 3A with Mahtomedi at No. 5 …Tot-
ino-Grace (No. 1 in 3A boys) nipped Hopkins (No. 8 
in 4A) 86-84 on Saturday. Hopkins (14-6) had Jayden 
Moore with 34 points and Anthony Smith 31, but the 
Eagles (13-5) won with depth as Isaiah Johnson net-
ted 18 points, Patrick Bath 16, and Dothan Ijadimbola, 
Tommy Humphries and Chase Watley nine each ….. 
Orono (No. 6 in 1A boys) outlasted Alexandria (No. 7) 
89-78 on Saturday, led by Isaiah Hagen with 32 points 
and Nolan Groves with 26. Alexandria had Grayson 
Grove with 29 and Chase Thompson with 26 … The 
Orono girls tripped Alexandria at the same Breakdown 
event, 76-52, ending Alex’s 11-game streak. Orono 
made 15 three-pointers with Lauren Knudsen and Mya 
Moore each hitting 20 points … Bri Simpson of Mar-
shall hit two buzzer-beating, game-tying baskets but 
St. Peter fended off the Tigers 78-75 in triple overtime 
on Feb. 3 behind Rhyan Holmgren’s 43 points. Simp-
son tied the score in regulation with a contested layup 
and again with a 3-pointer in the second OT, finishing 
with 23 points …. Drew Hjelmeland shot 7-for-8 on 
three-pointers for Dawson-Boyd in a 71-34 win over 
Kerkhoven-Murdock-Sunburg on Jan. 31. He had 23 
points. … New Ulm (No. 14 in 3A boys) tripped Sec-
tion 2AAA rival Worthington (No. 13) 69-63 on Tues-
day with Colton Benson hitting 31 points and Nate Firle 
18. Jacari Swinea led Worthington with 18. Worthing-
ton won their first meeting 61-54 … In key Big Nine 
games, Northfield (No. 14 in 4A boys) beat Mankato 
East (No. 8 in 3A) back-to-back last week, 82-72 with 
Soren Richardson scoring 38 points and Austin Koep 
19, and 85-84 with Richardson scoring 28, Koep 25, 
and Isaiah Mahal 15. Richardson got his 1,000th point 
in the second game … Maranatha Christian (No. 3 
in 2A boys) tripped New Life Academy (No. 2 in 1A) 
in double overtime 104-91 on Feb. 3 as Bailey Mc-
Donald hit 27 points, including a clinching 3-pointer. 
Matthew Bluford contributed 22 points and tenacious 
defense. Gresyn Rennie stepped up with 17 points, five 
rebounds, four assists, and four steals,  with starting 
point guard Trell McCrimmon out with a hand injury.
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Articles are written by Bruce Strand, MBBN editor. 
Anyone who has a suggestion for an item about a 

player, coach, team, event or issue is welcome to send 
an e-mail to bruce.a.strand@gmail.com

Looking ahead to the 
shot clock next year

Next year, a shot clock will be used in all varsity 
basketball games for the first time, as per a new 

MSHSL rule, but some conferences went ahead and ad-
opted the 35-second shot clock already this year. 

Fargo Forum writer Todd Rose checked in with Moor-
head and Dilworth-Glyndon-Felton coaches to ask how 
that’s going. 

Moorhead’s Matt Ellingson told the Forun that he’s 
“excited about it … I think it’s great for Minnesota 
hoops,” and noted that every other level of basketball 
(college, NBA, international) has it.  

DGF’s Mike Clark said the shot clock “will allow for 
more exciting and faster-paced play.” He added, “How-
ever, we’ve found out that 35 seconds is longer than it 
sounds and still allows us to be patient and get the shots 
we are looking for. There will be a learning curve for 
everyone.” 

Coaches will be studying what coaches have done in 
other states, like North Dakota, that already have it, El-
lington speculated.

“Defensively,” he said, “it’s nice to be able to tell your 
kids that they can see exactly how long they have to 
guard for. Currently … it could be a minute or it could 
be two minutes.” 

Clark said many teams are already playing a faster 
game than in years past so “it will affect some teams 
and programs more than others.”
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Register now for the 33rd Annual Fastbreak 
Club Junior Grand Am Basketball 
Tournament in Grand Forks, ND on Friday, 
March 31, 2023 – Sunday, April 2, 2023.  This 
is the largest youth basketball tournament in 
North Dakota, with over 300 teams expected to 
play.  There are divisions for both boys and girls 
teams in grades 3 through high school.  We 
provide registered officials and excellent venues 
for our games, including the Betty Engelstad 
Sioux Center, UND Wellness Center, Alerus 
Center and the Choice Wellness Center. 
 
For more information visit our website at 
www.gffastbreak.com or contact Evan 
Pederson at epederson120@mygfschools.org  
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CAMPS

High-quality, low-cost basketball camps for over 40 years!
Camps available at a variety of gyms for boys & girls entering grades 1-12    

AREA CAMPS -- 
3-4 days

Pacesetter

IA • MN • ND • SD • WI

“TOUR OF CHAMPIONS” 
CAMPS -- 1-2 days

Host a camp in YOUR gym!

Customize your camp to 
YOUR program needs.

More info:
320.243.7460 • pacesettersportsmbbn@gmail.com
www.pacesettersports.net •                     Pacesetter Basketball


